
The Last Word on End Times -- Lesson Two 

The Unknown Day and Hour of Jesus’ Return 

(End Times, pages 41-51 and 199-215) 

Introductory thoughts 

Illustration 1:  To combat accusations of cheating through performance enhancing substances, years ago 

professional sports leagues instituted a policy requiring players to submit to random drug testing. Why 

random, rather than scheduled, drug testing?  If you were a professional athlete, what impact do you 

think this this policy would have on you?  

  

Illustration 2:  A teacher tells his students to work quietly on the following day’s math assignment. He 

then tells the class that he is leaving the room for a little while and that there will be grave consequences 

for anyone who is misbehaving when he returns. Why is the teacher vague about the amount of time that 

he will be out of the classroom? How will the students respond to the teacher’s announcement?  

No one knows the day or time 

 

Acts 1:7  It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 

authority.  

Matthew 24:42  Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your 

Lord will come. 

Matthew 24:36  No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father. 

Who alone knows the day and time of Jesus’ second coming?  

How do understand Jesus’ words “nor the Son” in Matthew 24:36?  

Matthew 24:44  So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an 

hour when you do not expect him. 

1 Thessalonians 5:3  While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will 

come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 

• Fill in the blanks. In addition to being unknown, the moment of Jesus’ return for 

judgment will also come ______________ and ______________. 



Hebrews 10:37  In just a very little while, “He who is coming will come and will not 

delay.” 

James 5:8,9  Be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.  Don’t 

grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at 

the door! 

Revelation 22:20  He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

• Underline the words and phrases in the above passages which indicate that Jesus’ 

second coming is imminent, that is, “it could happen at any moment.”  

From the passages above, what can we conclude about the return of Christ?   

2 Peter 3:3-9  First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, 

scoffing and following their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ 

he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the 

beginning of creation.” But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the 

heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. By these waters 

also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the same word the present 

heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and 

destruction of ungodly men. But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the 

Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is 

not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, 

not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

 

The Bible announces that Jesus’ unknown, unexpected, sudden second coming is very near, yet two 

thousand years have passed since this announcement was made. What two things did the Holy Spirit lead 

Peter to write to help us understand the seeming delay? 

 

 

Date setters 

Matthew 24:42  Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your 

Lord will come. 

Matthew 24:44  So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an 

hour when you do not expect him. 

Acts 1:7,8  [Jesus] said to [his disciples]: “It is not for you to know the times or dates 

the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 



It is tragic that so many well-meaning people throughout the history of the church have tried to 

determine the date of the second coming of Christ. Church history, regrettably, is littered with the 

failed predictions of date setters. The plague of date setting has afflicted Christians in the United 

States as much as in any other place. In America, two nationwide denominations have arisen that 

set dates for Christ’s return. They are the Seventh-day Adventists and the Jehovah’s Witnesses.  

What thoughts go through your mind when you hear the latest prediction of the date of Jesus’ return? 

What if I die before the end? 

Ecclesiastes 12:7  The dust returns to the ground it came from, and the spirit returns to 

God who gave it. 

Hebrews 9:27  Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment. 

Luke 16:22,23  The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to 

Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, where he was in 

torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 

Philippians 1:23  I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far. 

1 Thessalonians 4:14-17  We believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have 

fallen asleep in him. . . . The Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 

command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the 

dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will 

be with the Lord forever. 

 

The Christians in Thessalonica were troubled by questions that may still bother many of God’s 

people today: What about believers who die before Jesus’ return? Will they be lost because of 

this?  Will they somehow miss out on the day of Jesus’ glorious return or have a disadvantage on 

that day? What happens to those believers between the day of their deaths and the day on which 

Jesus returns? 

What happens to a Christian who dies before judgment day? 

 

If all people are judged conclusively and irreversibly at the moment of death, what is the purpose of 

judgment day for those who have already died?  

 

Agree or disagree:  A Christian does not fear death. Explain your answer. 

 

 



Other death-related ideas that are “out there” 

• Briefly share what you know or have heard about the following teachings. Why 

are these teachings wrong? 

soul sleep 

reincarnation 

purgatory 

Summary:  Only God knows the time and date of the second coming of Christ. All human claims to 

the contrary are to be rejected. God has not revealed the moment of Jesus’ return because, in love, he does 

not want us to fall into spiritual sleep. He wants us to remain watching and ready at all times by living 

each day in repentant faith in Jesus our Savior. Those believers who die before Christ’s second coming 

live with Christ in the bliss of heaven, awaiting the glorious and bodily resurrection of the Last Day.  


